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When the Israelites were at Mount Sinai, God gave them directions for building the 

Tabernacle. One of the specifics was to make 100 silver sockets. These sockets would be the 

foundation for upholding the walls of the Tabernacle. 

God required that every man give a coin of silver for a ransom for his soul, this being for their 

redemption. When all the coins were collected, the total came to 100 talents of silver. Each socket 

weighed just around one talent. Thus, the ransom money collected was just the right amount to 

make the sockets. The very foundation of the Tabernacle was made from a ransom, and thus was 

representative of redemption. The posts and boards for the walls fit into the sockets. The joints for 

the socket had to be made just right so that the posts and boards would fit them properly. This 

proper fit would also keep the walls from coming out of contact with the sockets, and thus fall 

over. 

Every man, whether poor or rich, was to give the same amount as a ransom. God did not see 

one man as any different from another. Every man’s soul was just as valuable as another man’s 

soul. 

The Tabernacle is a fore picture of Christ, the church and heaven. In 1 Peter 1:18, we are told 

that we are not redeemed with silver and gold. Instead, we are redeemed with the precious blood 

of Christ. Christ gave his life for our ransom. Christ is the very foundation of our salvation. He is 

the foundation of church.The Israelites were not at liberty to use something else for the foundation 

sockets. If they had used brass instead of the ransom silver, God would not have accepted the 

Tabernacle and would not have used it for His presence among the Israelites. People today are not 

at liberty to use some other foundation for their ‘professed’ Christianity. Unless they use Jesus as 

their foundation, God will not accept them, nor be with them. To use Jesus as the foundation, one 

must obey what He has commanded.  
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